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Long time ago, an old man and an old woman lived near a bamboo grove.
They wanted a baby very much. The old man worked hard in the bamboo grove,
so he was called “Taketori-no-Okina.”

One day, the old man found a shining bamboo and said, “Wow! Why is it
shining?” He walked up to the bamboo and cut it. “Wow, a baby girl! How cute!”
Inside there was a very small lovely girl. He felt very happy and took her to his
house. The old man and the old woman decided to raise her. She was named
“Kaguya-hime.”

As the girl grew up, she became a beautiful lady. “We have never seen such a
beautiful lady,” everybody said. A lot of men wanted to marry her.

One day, five young men came to her and asked to marry her.

The first man said, “My name is Ishizukuri-no-Miko. Will you marry me?”

Kaguyahime answered, “I want Hotoke no Hachi.” “OK. I'll try,” he said.

The second man said, "My name is Kuramochi-no-Miko. Will you marry
me?”

Kaguyahime answered, “I want Horai no Tama no Eda ” “OK. I'll try,” he said.

The third man said, “My name is Abemiushi. Will you marry me?”

Kaguyahime answered, “I want Hinezumi no Kawagoromo.” “OK. TI'll try,” he
said.

The fourth man said, “My name is Otomono Miyuki. Will you marry me?”

Kaguyahime answered, “I want Ryu no Kubi no Tama.” “OK. I'll try,” he said.

The last man said, “My name is Isono Kaminomaro. Will you marry me?”

Kaguyahime answered,“l want Tsubame no Koyasugai.” “OK. I'll try,” he
said.

She had requested very rare things. The five young men tried to get them,
but all of them failed. “You couldn’t get what I wanted, so I can’t marry any of
you. I'm sorry,” Kaguyahime said.

Later, the Mikado came to see Kaguyahime. He asked, "Will you marry me?”
“I'm sorry, I can’t,” Kaguyahime answered.

Some years later, Kaguyahime began to cry every night. “Why are you
crying?” Taketori-no-Okina asked. “I'm from the moon. On the night of the full
moon, I have to go back home. I will miss you.”

On that day, a lot of people came from the moon to take her back.
Taketori-no-Okina and his wife didn’t want her to go back to the moon, but it
was impossible for her to stay.

She went back to the moon, at last.
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